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A bilingual event dedicated to
spoken word and performance literature,
under the general and artistic direction of D. Kimm

Tomson Highway, guest of honour at the 2006 Festival Voix d’Amériques
An extraordinary opportunity to discover a truly modern First Nations artist

He’s Cree. He’s gay. He spends half his time in the south of France and the other half in northern Ontario. Without a doubt, he is one of the leading Aboriginal writers in North America. And if that’s not enough, he’s also an accomplished pianist and an exceptional communicator who speaks English, French and Cree. He will be the guest of honour at the next Festival Voix d’Amériques, giving Montréal audiences a rare opportunity to catch this entertaining, outstanding artist and hear him perform in English and French.

Tomson Highway is one of Canada’s foremost playwrights. Born in a tent in a snow bank in northern Manitoba, he spent the first few years of his life in the forest before being placed in a residential school, like many of his generation. He studied at the University of Manitoba, in London, England, and at the University of Western Ontario, earning degrees in music and literature. His first play, The Rez Sisters, took the theatre scene by storm, winning the Dora Mavor Moore Award as well as representing Canada at the Edinburgh International Festival and being nominated for the Governor General’s Literary Awards. He followed up with Dry Lips Oughta Move to Kapuskasing, which again won the Dora Mavor Moore Award along with the Floyd S. Chalmers Award.

In 1998, Highway published his first novel, Kiss of the Fur Queen (Doubleday Canada). A critical and popular success, it quickly became a best-seller in Canada. It was translated into French and published by Prise de Parole in 2004 under the title Champion et Ooneemeetoo. Highway has also published a trilogy of children’s books in English and Cree, Songs of the North Wind. From 1986 to 1992, he was artistic director of Native Earth Performing Arts, Toronto’s only professional Aboriginal theatre company. In 1994, he became the first Aboriginal author to be inducted into the Order of Canada. He holds five honorary doctorates and was a 2001 National Aboriginal Achievement Awards recipient. In 2003, he received the Gascon-Thomas Award for exceptional achievement in theatre from the National Theatre School.

Tomson Highway’s plays are on the curriculum at numerous Canadian schools and universities. Several German universities have included his works in their Canadian Studies programs. Kiss of the Fur Queen was translated into German in 2001 and published by Frederking & Thaler as Der Kuss der Pelzkönigin. Ein indianischer Lebensweg von heute.

World-renowned author, self-described “merry little Cree,” openly gay artist, polyglot lover of the French language, gifted pianist and performer: the Festival Voix d’Amériques is especially proud to pay tribute such a fascinating and distinguished personality. We strongly hope the media will take advantage of this opportunity to learn more about Tomson Highway, born of the nations that we live alongside yet know so little about. 

On Friday, February 10, 2006, opening night of the Festival, Tomson Highway will host a bilingual cabaret. He will be joined onstage by fellow performer Patty Cano, Sudbury-born singer who has worked with such notables as Arianne Mnouchkine of the Théâtre du Soleil in Paris. The next night, he will take part in an eccentric—not to say queer—bilingual show featuring a gaggle of male artists. He will also give a lecture at Espace Go on Sunday, February 12 in the afternoon. 
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