

5th Edition of the Festival Voix d’Amériques:
Preview of the Programming

Montréal, Monday, January 9, 2006 – Every winter for the past five years, Montréal has held a celebration of oral literature, spoken word and performance poetry. This year, the dates are February 10 to 17, 2006, when Les Filles électriques will present the fifth edition of the Festival Voix d’Amériques (FVA).

With shows every night at La Sala Rossa and Casa del Popolo and side trips to McGill University and Espace GO, the 5th FVA will bring together a hundred anglophone and francophone artists, urged on by warm and enthusiastic audiences in an eclectic atmosphere. This year, the guest of honour is none other than Tomson Highway.

The name Tomson Highway should be well known to all: he’s Cree, he’s gay, and he’s one of Canada’s foremost playwrights. But who knew he was such an accomplished pianist, and fluent in French as well as English and Cree? He will star in the FVA’s opening show—held in English, for the first time—as well as giving two talks and taking part in the flamboyant show Jolis garçons.

Among the major shows presented this year, the Valentine’s Day West Coast special Love and Kisses from Vancouver will feature The Fugitives, a unique hybrid of spoken word and music; storyteller Ivan Coyotte; singer Kinnie Starr; and dancers and performers Deborah Dun and Chanti Wadge, both former Vancouverites now living in Montréal. The Montréal-based collective Nomadic Massive will combine their energies and spread their words and rhythms during a cocktail party hosted by Mahalia Verna. And again this year, the evenings will wind down with the Shift de nuit/Night Shift cabarets, followed by open mics for emerging artists, under the watchful eye of poet and host Ivy.

As always, the FVA gives plenty of space to new voices in spoken word, particularly in the daily happy hour shows and at the Salon de la marginalité. Lots of other exciting events are scheduled for the 5th edition of the FVA, culminating in the rambunctious performance of closing night headliners Loco Locass and their guests.

The complete schedule of events for the 5th edition of the Festival Voix d’Amériques will be announced on Tuesday, January 24, 2006. Watch for it!

For more information about the Festival Voix d’Amériques, visit the Web site at www.fva.ca or write to info@electriques.ca.

- 30 -

Media Contact: 	Geneviève L. Picard
	Communications Director, Les Filles électriques
	gpicard@lorem.ca, (514) 933-9067

